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ASHER SKY 

PO BOX 907 ZD10 M -2 AH 9= 58 
DUNCANSVILLE, PA 16635 

PHONE: 301-906-3888 RECEIVED 

JUN 1 5 2010 

May 20, 2010 

OFFICE OF PETITIONS 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attention Office of Petitions 
Mail Stop: Petitions 
Commission of the Patent 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Re: Patent # 7,043,764, Application # 10/668,192 

On May 12, a check for $555.00 was sent to United States Patent and Trademark Office, PO Box 
371611, Pittsburgh, PA as payment in full for the Maintenance Fee that was due. The 
unopened envelope was returned to me stamped "RETURN TO SENDER NO LONGER AT THIS 
BOX NUMBER". 

I got the address that I used from the "UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE, 
INFORMATION CONTACTS" directory. 

I mailed a check for the correct amount within the required time limit as can be verified by the 
postmark date of, May 12, 2010 stamped on the envelope. I am hoping that there is some way 
I can keep my patent alive and not be penalized for this mishap since I thought I did all of the 
right things within the correct amount of time. 

After speaking to a very helpful person in the Office of Petition I was advised to send this 
petition. 

Thank you for your consideration and help in this matter. 
YoursTruly, 



Asher Sky 
Enclosures: See enclosed. 


ENCLOSURES 


1. Original returned envelope 

2. Information Contacts directory (see last page) 

3. Check for $555.00 

4. Copy of Patent information 

5. Letter to USPTO that was sent with check. 
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United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 


Information Contacts 



Public Information Services 

USPTO Contact Center 

Telephone: 800-786-9199 or 571-272-1000 
TTY: 571-272-9950 
E-mail: usptoinfo@uspto.gov 

PLEASE NOTE — 

Most offices were assigned new telephone and fax numbers at the time USPTO moved to Alexandria, VA. The 
area code for the Alexandria campus is 571 and the telephone exchange is 272. The fax exchange is 273. 
Offices remaining in Crystal City still use the 703 area code, but some of these numbers have also changed. 
This directory is as current as possible as it goes to press. If a number listed is no longer correct, please refer 
to the on-line information Contacts. The on-line edition of the Information Contacts directory is provided on 
the USPTO web site at www.uspto.gov . Select Site Index from the navigation bar, then click on Information 


Quick Reference Listing 


General Information 


Assignments, Recording Changes to 571-272-3350 

Cassis Optical Disc Products 571-272-5600 

CD/DVD-ROM Products, Information 571-272-5600 

Certification Services 571-272-3150 

Civil Rights, Office of 571-272-8292 

Commissioner for Patents 571-272-8800 

Commissioner for Trademarks 571-272-8901 

Copies See Patent and Trademark Office Documents 

Copyright Information (Library of Congress) 202-707-3000 

Copyright Office Forms Hot Line 202-707-9100 

Copyright Office Fax-on-Demand 202-707-2600 

Copyright Office TTY 202-707-6737 

Deposit Account Information 571-272-6500 

Employee Locator 800-786-9199 

Employment (Office of Human Resources) 571-272-6000 

File Histories -To Order Files for Self-Service Copying 

Patents 703-308-2733 

Trademarks 703-308-981 1 

Finance, Office of 571-272-6400 

Forms 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 

General Patent and Trademark Information 800-786-9199 

Inventors Assistance Center (PAC) 800-786-9199 

Inventors Assistance Program 866-767-3848 

Maintenance Fees 571-272-6500 

Official Gazette Patents (e-OG) Subscriptions 571-272-5600 

Official Gazette Trademarks, Subscriptions (GPO). 202-512-1800 

Patent Cooperation Treaty (Help Desk) 571-272-4300 

Patent and Trademark Depository Library 

Program.: 571-272-5750 


Patent and Trademark General Information 800-786-9199 

or . 571-272-1000 
Patent and Trademark Office Documents (Certified or Uncertified) 

Customer Service 571-272-3150 

To Order Copies via the Internet 

http://ebiz1.uspto.gov/oems25p/index.html 

To Order Copies by Phone 571-272-3150 

To Order Copies by Fax 571-273-3250 

Patent Publication, Office of. 571-272-4200 

or 888-786-0101 

Personnel (Office of Human Resources) 571-272-6000 

Public Affairs, Office of 571-272-8400 

Public Search Facilities 

Public Search Facility, Alexandria, VA 571-272-3275 

Trademark Paper Facility, Arlington, VA 703-308-9800 

Public Training (Automated Systems) :.571 -272-3275 

Public User IDs 571-272-3275" 

Refunds 571-272-6500 

Solicitor, Office of 571-272-9035 

Statistical Reports (formerly TAF) 571-272-5600 

Teletype (TTY) Questions 571-272-9950 

Trademark Assistance Center (TAC) 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-9250 

Training Facility - Madison West 571-272-7222 

Training for Public Users of Automated Systems 571-272-3275 

Translations 571-272-3550 

Under Secretary of Commerce for IP and Director of 

the United Sates Patent and Trademark Office 571-272-8600 

USPTO Contact Center 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 


Information Contacts 


Quick Reference Listing 

Patent Information 


Assignments, Recording Changes Affecting Title 571-272-3350 


Attorneys Roster. 571-272-4097 

Attorney's Window 703-308-1057 

Board of Patent Appeals & Interferences 571-272-9797 

Cassis Optical Disc Products 571-272-5600 

Certificates of Correction (Patents) 571-272-8309 

Certification Services 571-272-3150 

Classification Definitions 703-305-6101 

Commissioner for Patents 571-272-8800 

Copies See Patent and Trademark Office Documents 

Deposit Account Information 571-272-6500 

Disclosure Documents, General Information 800-786-9199 

Electronic Business Center (Patent-EBC) 866^217-9197 

571-272-4100 

Enrollment and Discipline, Office of 571-272-4097 

File Information Unit 703-308-2733 

Filing Receipts, Corrections and Duplicates 571-272-4000 

Foreign Filing Licenses 571-272-8187 

Foreign Patent Copies 571-272-3547 

General Patent and Trademark Information 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 

Inventors Assistance Center (PAC) 800-786-9199 

Inventors Assistance Program 866-767-3848 

Issue Fee, Receipt of Payments 571-272-4200 

or 888-786-0101 
Library, Scientific and Technical Information Center (STIC) 

General 571-272-3547 

Biotechnology/Chemical Library, STIC 571-272-2520 

Foreign Patents 571-272-3547 

Lutrelle F. Parker Memorial Law Library 571-272-4223 

Translations 571-272-3550 

Licensing & Review 571-272-8203 

Maintenance Fee Division ^^-272-6500^? 

Manual of Classification, To Purchase (GPO) 202-512-1800 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) 

Content Questions 571-272-8813 

To Purchase on DVD-ROM 571-272-5600 


Notice of Allowance Call Appropriate Technology Center* 


Notices, Official Gazette 571-272-4200 

or 888-786-0101 

Patent Academy 571 -272-7222 

Patent and Trademark Office Documents 

(Certified or Uncertified) Customer Service 571-272-3150 

Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Help Desk 571-272-4300 

Patent Examination Policy, Deputy 

Commissioner for 571-272-8800 

Patent Operations, Deputy Commissioner for 571-272-8800 

Patent Publication, Office of 571-272-4200 

or 888-786-0101 
Patent Resources and Planning, Deputy 

Commissioner for 571-272-8800 

Petitions, Office of 571-272-3282 

Pre-Grant Publication Division . 703-605-4283 

Provisional Applications, General Information 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 

Public Search Facility, Alexandria, VA 571-272-3275 

Public Training (Automated Systems) 571-272-3275 

Public User IDs 571-272-3275 

Reexamination, General Questions 571-272-7705 

Sequence Listing Submissions 571-272-2533 

Solicitor, Office of 571-272-9035 

Special Program Law Office 571-272-3282 

Status of Issued Patents .703-308-2733 

Subclass Subscription (every Tuesday) 571-272-4200 

Technology Centers General Information/Receptionist 
1600 571-272-1600 

1700 571-272-1700 

2100 ; 571-272-2100 

2600 ; 571-272-2600 

2800 571-272-2800 

2900 1 ;.571-272-2900 

3600 ; 571-272-3600 

3700 571-272-3700 

USPTO Contact Center 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 


Information Contacts 


Quick Reference Listing 


Trademark Information 


Amendments After Publication 571-272-961 1 

Amendments After Registration 571-272-9500 

Assignments, Recording Changes to 571-272-3350 

Cassis Optical Disc Products 571-272-5600 

Certification Services 571-272-3150 

Classification of Goods and Services, 

General Information 571-272-5400 

Commissioner for Trademarks 571-272-8901 

Copies Patent and Trademark Office Documents 571-272-3150 

(Certified or Uncertified) 

File Histories 703-308-9811 

Filing Receipt/Correction 800-786-9199 

Forms 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 

General Patent and Trademark Information 800-786-9199 

Intent to Use (ITU) 571-272-9550 

Madrid Processing Unit 571-272-8910 

Notices, Official Gazette 571-272-5400 

Petitions 571-272-8950 

Post-Registration Information 571-272-9500 

Pre-Examination 800-786-9199 

Public Search Facility, Alexandria, VA 571-272-3275 

Teletype (TTY) Questions.. 571-272-9950 

Trademark Assistance Center (TAC) 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-9250 

Trademark Manual of Exam. Procedure (TMEP) 571-272-5400 

Trademark Program Control, Office of 571-272-7200 

Trademark Paper Facility 703-308-9800 

Trademark Quality Review, Office of 571-272-9222 

Trademark Services, Office of 571-272-9401 

Trademark Trial and Appeal Board 571-272-8500 

Trademarks, Deputy Commissioner for 571-272-8910 


Trademark Law Offices 

Law Office 101 571-272-9101 

(FAX) 571-273-9101 

Law Office 102 571-272-9102 

(FAX) ' 571-273-9102 

Law Office 103 571-272-9103 

(FAX) 571-273-9103 

Law Office 104 571-272-9104 

(FAX) 571-273-9104 

Law Office 105 571-272-9105 

(FAX) 571-273-9105 

Law Office 106 571-272-9106 

(FAX) 571-273-9106 

Law Office 107 571-272-9107 

(FAX) 571-273-9107 

Law Office 108 571-272-9108 

(FAX) 571-273-9108 

Law Office 110 571-272-9110 

(FAX) 571-273-9110 

Law Office 111 571-272-9111 

(FAX) 571-273-9111 

Law Office 11 2 571-272-9112 

. (FAX) 571-273-9112 

Law Office 11 3 571-272-9113 

(FAX) 571-273-9113 

Law Office 114 571-272-9114 

(FAX) 571-273-9114 

Law Office 11 5 571-272-9115 

(FAX) 571-273-9115 

Law Office 116 571-272-9116 

(FAX) 571-273-9116 

USPTO Contact Center 800-786-9199 

or 571-272-1000 


Information Contacts 


Special Mail Stops for Patent Mail 

For most correspondence (e.g., new patent applications) no mail stop is required because processing of the 
correspondence is routine. 

If NO mail stop is included on the list below, NO mail stop is required for the correspondence. 

See the listing under "See Special Stops Applicable to Both Patent and Trademark Mail" for additional mail stops for 
patent-related correspondence. Only the specified type of document should be placed in an envelope addressed to one of 
these special mail stops, if any documents other than the specified type identified for each special mail stop are addressed to 
that mail stop, they will be significantly delayed in reaching the appropriate area for which they are intended The mail stop 
should generally appear as the first line in the address. 

Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See additional information at www.uspto.gov. See also 
www. uspto. gov/we b/offi ces/com/sol/og/patboxs. htm . 

Mail delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) should be addressed to: 

Mail Stop, 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

If no Mail Stop is indicated below, the line beginning Mail Stop should be omitted from the address. 

Except for correspondence for Maintenance Fee Payments, Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1.25(c)(4)), and 
Licensing and Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) and 5.2(c)), correspondence delivered by other delivery services (Federal 
Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, etc.) should be addressed to: 


Randolph 


United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop 

Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 


Designation Explanation 
Mail Stop 12 — 


Contributions to the Examiner Education Program. 


Mail Stop 313(c) 


Mail Stop Amendment 


Petitions under 37 CFR 1.313(c) to withdraw a patent application from issue after 
payment of the issue fee and any papers associated with the petition, including 
papers necessary for a continuing application or a request for continued examination 
(RCE). 


Mail Stop AF Amendments and other responses after final rejection, (e.g., a notice of appeal (and 
any request for pre-appeal brief conference), other than an appeal brief. 


Information disclosure statements, drawings, and replies to Office actions in patent 
applications with or without an amendment to the application or a terminal disclaimer. 
(Use Mail Stop AF for replies after final rejection.) 


Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 


For appeal briefs or other briefs under part 41 of Title 37 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (e.g., former 37 CFR 1.192). 


Mail Stop Comments - Patents 


Public comments regarding patent related regulations and procedures. 


Mail Stop Conversion 


Requests under 37 CFR 1.53(c) (2) to convert a nonprovisional application to a 
provisional application and requests under 37 CFR 1.53(c) (3) to convert a provisional 
application to a nonprovisional application. 


Information Contacts 


Special Mail Stops for Patent Mail (continued) 


Designation Explanation 


DisSfcreu^J^QQunie^^ or materials related to the Disclosurejgocumept Progrnnr — fX 
disclosure doajmerTfls^NQl^nin Instead of filing a 

disclosure document, inventors2E5^nco5Sg^ a provisional patent 
application. 


Mail Stop EBC 


Mail for the Electronic Business Center including: Certificate Action Forms, Request 
for Customer Numbers, and Requests for Customer Number Data Change (USPTO 
Forms PTO-2042, PTO/SB/124A and 125A, respectively) and Customer Number 
Upload Spreadsheets and Cover Letters. 


Mail Stop Expedited Design Only to be used for the initial filing of design applications accompanied by a request 

for expedited examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 55. 

Mail Stop Express Abandonment Requests for abandonment of a patent application pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 38, 

including any petitions under 37 CFR 1.138(c) to expressly abandon an application to 
avoid publication of the application. (Applicants are encouraged to transmit the 
requests by facsimile to 703-305-8568.) 

Mail Stop ILS Correspondence relating to international patent classification, exchanges and 

standards. 


Mail Stop Issue Fee All communications following the receipt of a PTOL-85, "Notice of Allowance and 

Fee(s) Due," and prior to the issuance of a patent should be addressed to Mail Stop 
Issue Fee, unless advised to the contrary. 

Assignments are the exception. Assignments (with cover sheets) should be faxed to 
571-273-0140, electronically submitted (http://epas.uspto.gov), or submitted in a 
separate envelope and be sent to Mail Stop Assignment Recordation Services, 
Director - U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 


Mail Stop L&R All documents pertaining to applications subject to secrecy order pursuant to 35 U.S. 

C. 181, or national-security classified and required to be processed accordingly. 
Such papers, petitions for foreign filing license pursuant to 37 CFR 5.12(b) for which 
expedited handling is requested, and petitions for retroactive license under 37 CFR 
5.25 may also be hand carried to Licensing and Review at: 

Technology Center 3600, Office of the Director 
Room 4B41 

501 Dulany Street (Knox Building) 
Alexandria, VA 22314 


Mail Stop Missing Parts Requests for a corrected filing receipt and replies to OIPE notices such as the Notice 

of Omitted Items, Notice to File Corrected Application Papers, Notice of Incomplete 
Application, Notice to Comply with Nucleotide Sequence Requirements, and Notice to 
File Missing Parts of Application, and associated papers and fees. 

Mail Stop MPEP Submissions concerning the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. 

Mail Stop Patent Ext. Applications for patent term extension and any communications relating thereto. 

Mail Stop PCT Mail related to applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in the 

international phase and in the national phase under 35 U.S.C. 371 prior to mailing of a 
Notification of Acceptance of Application Under 35 U.S.C. 371 and 37 CFR 1.495 
(Form PCT/DO/EO/903). 


Mail Stop Petition Petitions to be decided by the Office of Petitions including petitions to revive and 

petitions to accept late payment of issue fees or maintenance fees. 


Information Contacts 


Special Mail Stops for Patent Mail (continued) 


Designation Explanation 


Mail Stop PGPUB 


Mail Stop Post Issue 


Correspondence regarding publication of patent applications not otherwise provided, 
including requests for early publication made after filing, rescission of non-publication 
request, corrected patent application publication, refund of publication fee. 


In patented files: requests for changes of correspondence address, powers of 
attorney, revocations of powers of attorney, withdrawal of attorney and submissions 
under 37 CFR 1 .501 . Designation of, or changes to, a fee address should be 
addressed to Mail Stop M Correspondence. Requests for Certificate of Correction 
need no special mail stop, but should be made to the attention of Certificate of 
Correction Branch. 


Mail Stop RCE Requests for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4. 

Mail Stop Reconstruction Correspondence pertaining to the reconstruction of lost patent files. 

Mail Stop Ex Parte Reexam Requests for Reexamination for original request papers and for all subsequent 

correspondence other than correspondence to the Office of the Solicitor (see 37 CFR 
1.1(a)(3) and 1.302(c)). 

Mail Stop Inter Partes Reexam Requests for Inter Partes Reexamination for original request papers and for all ~ ~ 

subsequent correspondence other than correspondence to the Office of the Solicitor (see 
37 CFR §§1.1 (a)(3) and 1 302(c)). 

Mail Stop Reissue All new and continuing reissue application filings. 

Mail Stop Sequence Submission of the computer readable form (CRF) for applications with sequence 

listings, when the CRF is not being filed with the patent application. 


Special Mail Stops for Trademark Mail 

For most correspondence (e.g., new trademark applications) no mail stop is required because processing the correspondence 
is routine. 

All trademark-related mail delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS), except documents sent to the Assignment 
Services Division for recordation, requests for copies of trademark documents, and documents directed to the Madrid 
Processing Unit should be addressed to: 

Commissioner for Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1451 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1451 

Mail delivered by the USPS to the Office's Madrid Processing Unit, must be addressed to: 

Commissioner for Trademarks 
P.O. Box 16471 
Arlington, VA 22215-1471 
Attention MPU 

Trademark-related mail delivered by courier or by hand to the Trademark Operation, the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, or 
the Office's Madrid Processing Unit, must be delivered to: 

Trademark Assistance Center 

Madison East, Concourse Level Room C 55 

600 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 


Information Contacts 


Mail Directed to the Director of the United States 
Patent And Trademark Office 

Mail delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) should be addressed to: 

Mail Stop 

Director of the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Designation Explanation 

Mail Stop 3 

Mail for the Office of Personnel from the National Finance Center (NFC). 

Mail Stop 6 

Mail for the Office of Procurement. 

Mail Stop 8 

All papers for the Office of the Solicitor except communications relating to pending 


litigation and disciplinary proceedings; papers relating to pending litigation in court 


cases shall be mailed onlv to Office of the Solicitor P O Box 1 5667 Arlinaton 


Viroinia 22215 and oaoers relatina to Dendrna di^rinlinarv nrnrppriinn*; hpfnrp thp 


Administrative Law Judge or the Director shall be mailed only to the Office of the 


Solicitor, P. 0. Box 161 16, Arlington, VA 22215. 

Mail Stop 11 

Mail for the Electronic Ordering Service (EOS). 

Mail Stop 13 

Mail for the Employee and Labor Relations Division (Office of Human Resources). 


(See Mail Stop 171 for Vacancy Announcement Applications). 

Mail Stop 16 

Mail related to refund requests, other than requests for refund of a patent 


application publication fee. Such requests should be directed to Mail Stop 


PGPub. 

Mail Qtnrt 17 
IVI all Oiop I / 

Invoices directed to the Office of Finance. 

Mail Stop 24 

Mail for the Inventors Assistance Program, including complaints about Invention 


Promoters. 

Mail Cfnn 171 

man oiop 1/1 

Vacancy Announcement Applications. 

Mail Stop Assignment 

All assignment documents, security interests, and other documents to be recorded 

Recordation Services 

in the Assignment records. Note that documents with cover sheets that are faxed to 


571-273-0140 or submitted electronically fittp://epas. uspto.gov) are processed much 


more quickly than those submitted by mail. 

Mail Stop Congressional Relations 

Mail for the Office of Congressional Relations. 

Mail Stop Document Services 

All requests for certified or uncertified copies of patent or trademark documents. 

Mail Stop EEO 

Mail for the Office of Civil Rights. 

Mail Stop Enforcement 

Mail for the Office of Enforcement. 

Mail Stop Interference 

Communications relating to interferences and applications and patents involved in 


interference. 

Mail Stop International Relations 

Mail for the Office of International Relations. 

Mail Stop M Correspondence 

Mail to designate or change a fee address, or other correspondence related to 


maintenance fees, except payments of maintenance fees in patents. See the 


following section for the address for maintenance fee payments. 

Mail Stop OED 

Mail for to the Office of Enrollment and Discipline. 


Information Contacts 


Special Box Applicable to 
Deposit Account Replenishments 

Send payment to replenish deposit accounts delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) to: 

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 70541 
Chicago, IL 60673 

Alternatively, deposit account replenishments (Attn: Deposit Accounts) using hand-delivery and delivery by private 
courier may be delivered to: 

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Attn: Deposit Accounts 

2051 Jamieson Avenue, Suite 300 

Alexandria, VA 22314 


Special Box Applicable to Payment of 
Patent Maintenance Fees 

Unless submitted electronically over the Internet at www.uspto.gov, payments of maintenance fees in patents should be mailed 
through the United States Postal Service to: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 371611 
Pittsburgh, PA 15250-1611 

Alternatively, payment of maintenance fees in patents (Attn: Maintenance Fee) using hand-delivery and delivery by private 
courier may be made to: 

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Attn: Maintenance Fee 

2051 Jamieson Avenue, Suite 300 . 

Alexandria, VA 22314 


Special Box Applicable to 
USPTO Contact Center 

U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Mail Stop USPTO Contact Center 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Information Contacts 
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in inn iiih urn inn urn inn mi n mm mi mi in 

US007043764B2 


United States Patent 

Sky 


COMBINED CONTAINER AND GARMENT 
PROTECTION DEVICE 

Inventor: Asher Sky, 5105 Crossfield Ct., # 14, 
Rockville, MD (US) 20852 


* i Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C 154(b) by 299 days. 


Appl. No.: 10/668,192 
Bled: Sep. 24, 2003 

Prior Publication Data 

US 2004/0098781 Al May 27, 2004 

Related U.S. Application Data 

Provisional application No. 60/428,919, filed on Nov 
26. 2002. 

Ink CI 

A4IB 13/00 (2006.01) 

U»S. CI 2/49.1 

Field of Classification Search 2/49 1 

2/49.2, 49.3, 49.4, 49.5, 50, 51, 52, 48, 247,' 

2/46 

See application rile for complete search history. 
*56) References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

4,569,086 A * 2/1986 Takefman 2/49 2 

4,797,952 A 1/1989 Petrini 


; 5 1 j 


(10) Patent No,: US 7,043,764 B2 
(45) Date of Patent: May 16, 2006 


4.946,094 A 8/1990 

5,046,980 A * 9/1991 

5,056,159 A 10/1991 

5,062,558 A 11/1991 

5,075.897 A 12/1991 

5,244,278 A 9/1993 

5,265,783 A 11/1993 

5,328,265 A 7/1994 

5,530.968 A 7/1996 

5.649,654 A 7/1997 

5.701,605 A 12/1997 

5,875,490 A 3/1999 

5,915,530 A 6/1999 

5,956,763 A 9/1999 

6,000,056 A 12/1999 

6,243,869 Bl 6/2001 

6,334,220 Bl 1/2002 

6,490,731 Bl 12/2002 

6,530,089 Bl 3/2003 

6,536,048 Bl 3/2003 

cited by examiner 


Jr. 


Stang 

Tai et al. .. 
Zemke. Jr. 
Stang 
Daniels 
Robitailie 
Iqbal 
Clooney 
Crockett 
Hayward. 
Bowen 

Woodard et al. 

Hager 

Blackshear 

Brady et al. 

Ekovich 

Frye 

Hyatt 

Frye 

Frye 


446/73 


Primary Examiner — Tejash Patel 


(57) 


ABSTRACT 


A combined container and garment protection device 
includes a support section with an open portion, and a 
container section including a pocket to receive and retain 
items placed within the pocket. The support section is 
adapted to support the device about the neck of a user. The 
support section is releasably engageable with the container 
section to form a handle to facilitate transport of the device 
prior to being supported about the neck of the user. 
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